A SPECIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS FOR AFRICA II:

LE PROFEZIE, RISORSE, RICADUTE 1
Facolta Teologica, Firenze, 1 March 2010.

INTRODUCTION:

Honourable and distinguished guests, dear frielaties and gentlemen: | bring you warm
greetings from the Pontifical Council of JusticeddPeace at the Vatican, and on its behalf, |
bring you all prayerful wishes for God’s blessings your observance of lent. To the clerics
among you:May God direct and guide your reflection on thet gihd the mysterpf your

priesthood in this “year of priests”.

The mission of the Pontifical Council of Justiceddeace, as you know very well, consists in
the promotion of justice and peace in the worldoading to the Gospel and the social doctrine
of the Church. Recognizing that tReman Curiaand all who work in its offices have primarily
the task of assisting the Holy Father in his migistf pastoral care, teaching, guiding, bridge-
building (cfr. Vat Il for better definitio), the staff of the Pontifical Justice of Peaceoals
considers it a matter of utmost importance and tegirpriority to seek what the Holy Father’'s
vision of that dicastery presently is, and whatgasgions and ideas he may have to guide our
work, including even the implementation of the dasmns of the just-ended Synod Il of

Bishops for Africa.

The universal Church, indeed, is still awaiting Bw@st-synodal Exhortatioof the Holy Father
on the second Synod of Bishops for Africa, but @ud be curious to hear how the Holy Father
would respond to precisely what you are asking esndd this morning, namely, to disculgs

profezie, risorse e ricadute che vengono dall’ édriramite il recente Sinodo.

! After Vatican Il, Pope Paul VI instituted th&ynod of Bishops” as a way of continuing the experieand work

of the Council. Since 1967, there have been 22 sgsbmblies. The first Synod for Africa was in Af944, just
when Rwandan genocide broke out, and just when Blandias being elected president of South Africa. In
September 1995, Pope John Paul Il published hisgyo®dal exhortatiorkcclesia in Africathe most important
Church teaching on Africa.



FROM THE SYNOD OF BISHOP FOR AFRICA | TO SYNOD FORAFRICA II:

With the promulgation of the Apostolic ExhortatiG&cclesia in Africa”, the Supreme Pontiff,
Pope John Paul 11, did not only give to the ChurclAfrica and Madagascar the fruits of the first
Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africdten referred to assynod of the
resurrection and hopé” Pope John Paul Il also found a way of following #periences,
which his Apostolic Exhortation would make on th&iéan continent, and how the Church in
Africa and Madagascar would live it. So, on thettigfl0") anniversary of the conclusion of the
African Synod and at the T2Meeting of the Post Synod Council of the Genersdr&tariat of
the Synod of Bishops for the Special Assembly fénic&, the Pope observeddas not the time
come to deepen this African Synod experience, fochvmany pastors of Africa have been
pressing? The exceptional growth of the Church fimca, the rapid succession of pastors, the
new challenges that the continent must face demaesfsonses that can stem only from a
persevering and concerted effort to implement ‘Esiel in Africa’, thereby restoring renewed

strength and more firmly-grounded hope to the cwertt in difficulty”>

When finally in his apostolic discernment, the Hélgther recognized that the time was ripe to
pass from implementinEcclesia in Africd to convoking another synod, he did not hesitate t
make his intention known. On #3ovember, 2004, on the 16%@nniversary of the birth of St.
Augustine of Hippo, and at an audience granted gooap of African (SECAM) and European
(CCE) Bishops, who had gathered in a symposiumatesider Communion and Solidarity
between Africa and Europ®&ope John Paul Il made public his intention tovoe a second

Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod of Bishégs

In the wake of his announcement of a Second AfriSgnod, but within the context of the

celebration of the year of the Eucharist, Pope Jdur Il wrote to the Special Council for Africa

2 Cfr. Ecclesia in Africa, #3.

3 Cfr. Address to the 12Meeting of the Post Synodal Council of the GenSeairetariat of Synod of Bishops for the
Special Assembly for Afrigd5" June 2004). Later too, on"l Beptember 2005, the Secretary General of the Synod
of Bishops, Most Rev. Nicola Eterd@yiwould travel to the Cameroon to celebrate tHeadthiversary of the
Apostolic Exhortation, Ecclesia in Africa”.

* Pope John Paul 1l said: “Welcoming the aspiratiofthe Post- Synodal Council, an expression ohibyges of the
African Pastors, | take the occasion to annoumgeintention to convoke a Second Special Asserfanlfrica of
the Synod of Bishops. | entrust this project toryprayers, warmly inviting you all to implore theid for the
precious gift of communion and peace for the betbhkand of Africa” Discourse to the Participants at the
Symposium of Bishops of Africa and Eurfi@'11/2004] inL'Osservatore Romandeekly Eng. Edition,
24/11/2004, pg. 5).



of the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishaipsut the future African Synod, dropping a
hint about its theme ofeconciliation against a background of a survey of Africa’s woes:
“...Africa is always confronted by terrible scourgesicls as armed conflicts, persistent
poverty,......... All this weakens Africa and exdtather energy, decimates her young generations
and mortgages her future. To build a prosperous anstable society, Africa needs all her
children to join forces....... May tHature special assembly for Africa of the Synod Bishops
also encourage the strengthening of faith in Chratr Saviour, ourgenuine reconciliatior

The year of the Eucharist which we are celebraima@ particularly appropriate moment to
strengthen or re-establish communion in relatiorgween people and between human and

religious groups as well as between nations....

Pope Benedict XVI graciously confirmed the projethis predecessor; and on"22une 2005,
(about the 18 anniversary of the promulgation dEéclesia in Africa’) again before the Special
Council for Africa of the General Secretariat of thynod of Bishops, he announced his decision
to convoke a Second Special Assembly for Africa of the SynodRighops”. This Special
Assembly was to take place under the theffldgie Church in Africa at the Service of
Reconciliation, Justice and Peacéyou are the Salt of the Earth....... You are thght of the
World™ .°

THE CHANGED SITUATIONAL SETTING OF SYNOD FOR AFRICAI:

The first synod had been convoked against the lvaokg of a predominantly pessimistic world
view of Africa, and against a background of a pecly challenging and a “deplorably
unfavourable® situation of the continent for the evangelizingssion of the Church in those

closing years of the twentieth century. But it ledsb been described as “synod of resurrection

® Emphasis is mine. Cftetter of Pope John Paul Il to Archbishop Nikol@#lvic on the occasion of the Meeting
of the Special Council for Africa of the Generat®¢ariat of the Synod of Bishopéatican, 25 Feb., 2005.

®On 26 June 2006, at a Press Conference in theaviamddressed by Cardinal Francis Arinze, thei@p€ouncil
for Africa of the General Secretariat of the Symd@ishops made public theineamentaof the 2 Synod of
Africa; and on 19 March 2009, at Yaoundé, the Hedgher presented tiestrumentum Laborisof the 29 Synod
of Africa.

7 Cfr. Address of John Paul Il to the Participants in & Meeting of the Post-Synodal Councilof the General
Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops for the Speéakmbly for Africal 5" June, 2004.



and hope”; and it was expected to mark a turnirigtdo the history of the continefitTo this
end, the gathering of the fruits of the first synadthe Post Synod ExhortatiorEcclesia in

Africa, of Pope John Paul Il did, principally, two things:

1. It adopted a paradignchurch family of God with which it sought to describe the
identity andnature of the Church (in Africa) as called to live in tbemmunionof an

inclusive belongingness of every tribe and peogateirf the Kingdom of God).

2. And it formulated a set of pastoral prioritiegvangelization as Proclamation,
evangelization as | nculturation, evangelization as Dialogue, evangelization as Justice
and Peace and evangelization as Communication, to help build thechurch family of
God.

With these measures, Pope John Paul Il and thesfirod hopetito deepen the experience of
the synod, and to implemeBtclesia in Africain a persevering and concerted effort to restore
renewed strength and a more firmly-grounded hopa tontinent badly bruised variously by
ethnic and religious conflicts (sometimes politigaxploited), bad governance, oppressive and
unfair investor-packages, arms and drug traffickinggration, environmental degradation,
poverty, disease etc.

Indeed, the Post Synod Exhortati&tclesia in Africajs still being implemented, and the fruits
of the first synod are still being gleaned in maogal churches in Africa. But at the time the
Bishops of Africa gathered for a second time inagywith the Holy Father and other Bishops,
the situation on the continent had changed coraldigrAlthough the situation of the continent,

its islands, and of the Church still bears soméhef“lights and shadows® that occasioned the

first synod, it has also “changed considerably. isThew reality requires a thorough study in
view of renewed evangelization efforts, which falla more in-depth analysis of specific topics,

important for the present and future of the Cath@hurch on the great contineh't:

8 Instrumentum Laboris: Special Assembly for Afrit@93 #1. The same document believed: “An hour ofcAf
appears to have come, a favourable hour which ealShrist’s messengers to launch out into the deepder to
haul in an abundant yield for Christhétrumentum Laborisl 993 #24.

® Cfr. Address to 12th Meeting of the Post-Synodal Cowrfithe General Secretariat.....15" July, 2004.

10 Cfr. Ecclesia in Africa#13-14, 39-42, 51.ineamenta: Il Special Assembly for Afri¢a6-8.

M Lineamenta: Il Special Assembly for Afri¢Rreface”.



The Instrumentum Laboriglentified several facets of this new African rggliand theRelatio
ante Disceptationerof the synod for Africa Il considered a good of ldefathem, after which it
concluded: At the end of this survey, which is atially incomplete, it is clear that, although the
continent and its Church are not yet out of the dgpdhey can still modestly rejoice in their
achievement and positive performance, and begihstdaim stereotypical generalizations about
its conflicts, famine, corruption and bad goverrarihe forty-eight countries that make up Sub-
Sahara Africa show great differences in the situnstiof their churches, their governance and
their socio-economic life. Out of these forty eiglattions, only four: Somalia, Sudan, Chad and
parts of Democratic Republic of Congo are preseatiyar; and at least two are at war because
of foreign interference: mineral prospectors in@wngo, and religious politics in the Sudan.

Increasingly, war mongers and war criminals aredpeienounced, held accountable for crimes
and prosecuted. An official of the Democratic Rdpubf Congo has been prosecuted, Charles
Taylor of Liberia is before the international couahd the President of the Sudan is being blamed

and threatened with arrest for the war in the Darfu

The truth is that Africa has been burdened for ltow by the media with everything that is
loathsome to humankind; and it is time to “shifage and to have theuth about Africa told
with love for aslLa Stampaadmits: ‘Non € piu il tempo di colpire lo stomaco dei leittor
cercando di emozionarli con immagini della mortdeia fame. Non e servito a molto in questi
anni. Dobbiamo parlare al cervello....... e spieg@he e una opportunita per tutti che I'Africa si
sviluppi: sarebbe una soluzione per I'economiasitaurezza e I'ambierite? The G-8 countries

and the countries of the world muste Africa in trutht®

Generally considered to occupy the tenth positiorworld economy, Africa is however the
second emerging world market after China. Thus, és the just ended G8 summit labelleait,
continent of opportunitiesThis needs to be true also for the people of tient. It is hoped

that the pursuit ofreconciliation, justice and peacemade particularly Christian by their
rootedness in love and mercy, would restore whakerte the Church-family of God on the

continent, and that the latter, salt of the earth and light of the worldjould heal “wounded

12| a StampaSunday 5 July 2009, pg.3. In 2003, too, when Pegsi€linton visited Ghan&he Herald Tribune
wrote: “We have been told that Clinton is coming to chahgenvay Americans think about of Africa, from a
continent of despair to a place of opportunity drage”.

13 Cfr. the latest Encyclical Letter of Pope Benediwti, Caritas in VeritateVatican 2009.



human hearts, the ultimate hiding place for theseawf everything destabilizing the African
continent’** Thus, will the continent and its islands realikeit God-given opportunities and

endowments.

This is themission of thechurch family of Godin Africa! Accordingly, when th&pecial Synod
of Bishops for Africagathered again fifteen years after its first ins&nt was no longer to
consider the Church in Africa in itdentity andself-understanding as ‘witness of Christand
“family of God. It was to consider, this time, hactivity andmission as ‘salt of the earth”and
“light of the world’, and as $ervants of reconciliation, justice and peacehe church family of

Godwas to consider, in the second synod,hission on the continent (and in the world).

THE SECOND SYNOD FOR AFRICA: THE CHURCH IN AFRICA AT THE SERVICE

OF RECONCILIATION, JUSTICE AND PEACE. “YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH,...
AND YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLDMt.5:13-14)*

Appreciation for African Faith and Worship:

Every synod, as you know, is pre ceded by a lomipgeof preparation, involving several
experts, translators and staff who are never seethé synod hall. These prepare the
Lineamentaand then thénstrumentum Laborisyith which synod Fathers arrive for the synod.
In the case of the last synod for Africa, the vidithe Holy Father to Africa: to Cameroon and
Angola, to deliver thénstrumentum Laboriso presidents of Episcopal Conferences, was also
part of the preparation for the synod. That visitl dhe liturgical celebrations gave the Holy
Father an experience of the faith and the lifehef people, for whom he had convoked a synod.
Africa’s growth in faith and her maturity in the véhip the God of her faith were no longer in
doubt.

In the liturgical celebrations, the Holy Father s liturgical renewal of Vatican Council Il at

work. As a celebration afonciliar ecclesiologythe liturgies in Africa already prepared for the

1 John Paul lIReconciliatio et Poenitentia; 2.

> The I Synod texts may easily be found at www.\etiza/roman_curia/synod/index.htm in Italian arfteot
languages.



communion of the synodhe Holy Father, indeed, attested to African wagrdfiucharistic) as
celebrations ofleep faith in the presence of the sacaad ofshared joy, uniting people from
within, leading them to a communal praise of Gograise which at the same time inspires love
of neighbour and mutual responsibiliyWhen the body came to the help of the soul in the
celebration of the liturgy in song and dance, tlodyHFather did not find the worship distracting.
Rather, recalling the words of St. Cypria@ur Father, let us remember we are in God’s sight.
We must be pleasing in God’s eyes, both in théudé#iof our bodies and in the use of our

voices” !’ the Holy Father attestedWe had this awareness that we were standing b&otk”

A Celebration of Communion and Collegiality:

The Holy Father’s visit to Africa also gave rise docelebration of an aspect of the Pope’s
ministry which the synod was to uphold. The uniérthe Bishops with and around the Pope in
collegiality, which the synod would celebrate, webble observed by the Pope during his African
visit: “What became clear above all during my visit to &fnivas the theological and pastoral

import of the papal primacy as a point of convergefor the unity of God's famiy.

The synod was an exercise of a truly universalles@ and a collegial character. It is clear that
most of the participants of the synod assembly wériean or related to Africa; but this was not
to detract from and to diminish the truly univelgacclesial character of the gathering. It was
an exercise ofecclesial communionThe synod, like every Synod, celebrated the close
bond/union between the Supreme Pontiff and thedistas they assist the Bishop of Rome with
his universal mission. Thus, either present to pvél the Holy Father and the Synod Fathers
and express their views or absent, but united aadht and prayer with the Synod assembly, it
was the universal Church which was gathered in &wlwut her presence in Africa (Church in
Africa). This is an exercise of a univerdamily of Godand amystical body...... belonging
together and sharing a common life in Christwas, therefore, not an exclusive African affair

and assembly with non-African participants. It wather the universal Church’s discernment

15Cfr. Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Membétse Roman Curia.....Clementine hall, Monday 21
Dec., 2009 pg. 2-3.

" |dem, 3;De Dom. Or.4: CSEL IlI, 1, pg.269.

8 1dem, .3.



about how to keep\frica’s enormous spiritual lun@pealthy for humanity, in fulfilment of her

mission.

The inspiration was drawn from the synod, as amatse of ecclesial communion, to encourage
the development of structures of ecclesial comnmumigh and among local churches, such as
SECAM, RECOWA, CELAM, CCEE, FABC, MAC etc.

The Collegial Exercise of a Synod and ListeningRoophetic Voices:

At the inaugural Eucharistic celebration, Pope BigteXVI reminded us that: a Synod is not
primarily a study session. Rather, it is God’siative, calling us to listen — listen to God, toeon
another and to the world around us, in an atmogpbé&prayer and reflection. And the Holy
Father went on to elaborate: “The confusion boomflregoism and man’s pride, the effect being
the inability to understand each other, must beamrae by the force of the Spirit, which unites
without standardizing, which gives unity in plutgli And indeed, it proved to be an

extraordinary gathering, characterized by a |géatfent listening to one another.

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, attended 13thef 20 General Assemblies (plenary
sessions) and, except for prayer and a greetingystdistened attentively and silently read the
texts of interventions placed before him. Siliskeningwas the most original and most basic

disposition for prophetic insights and for listemito each other incharity and in truth”.

The Synod Assembly was made up of 220 Synod Fathewstly from Africa, but also with
representatives of the Churches in East Asia, Qag&urope, Latin America and the United
States. It was a meeting of the universal Churetat an African synod, but a special assembly

of Bishops of the universal Church for Africa.

The 220 Synod Fathers (Bishops) were joined by Fixegernal Delegates from other Christian
Churches, 49 auditors (20 women), 29 experts (1énew), three guest speakers, countless

media and a very efficient support staff.

The business of the synod was dealt with in gereragregations or assemblies anctinculi

minors (workshop groups)The latter met nine times to discuss and to digeserial shared in

8



the plenary sessions and to finally propose therbpositions which were voted on and passed
on to the Holy Father, the President of the synsgkmbly, as recommendations of the synod
Fathers. These recommendations, with all the oiherventions in the plenary assemblies
(including workshop reports), are the material vahidll feed into the Holy FatherBost Synod

Exhortation.

The Theme of the Synod for Africa Il:

Just as the Holy Father reminded the synod thatag not primarily & study session’as
observed abovEso was the synod gathering of Bishops also regutarninded that it was not
“a type of United Nations General Assemblyihere some political line of action had to be

discussed and adopted

The theme of the second synod for Africi, the service of Reconciliation, Justice and P&ace
indeed, has to do with human life in society; Huisinot a political theme. The theme is a
theological and a pastoral one, which naturalljilfuthe image ofChurch-family of Goaf the

first synod for Africa.

As already known, the first synod of Bishops forriéd enriched our understanding of the
Church by considering herfamily of God.The imagery ofchurch-Family of Godvas first and
foremost one which describ@dmmunionas the basic nature and identity of the Church. The
Church- family of Godtherefore,is the expression of theentity of the Church as a reality in

communion: in communion with God and in communionitlt one another.

The imagery, indeed, was a socio-cultural one whegbked the socio-cultural realities of

parenthood, generation and filiation, kinship araternity, as well as networks of relationship
which are generated by these social realities irchvthe members of a family stand. It also
evoked such values as care for others, solidatigfpgue, trust, acceptance and warmth which

are manifested among members of a family.

But what the relationships do is to build a lifecommmunion;and the expressioghurch-family
of God,is a statement dflentity of an entity or a body that sees itself and its &6 rooted in

communionwith God and among the members who make up thg. bod

19 Cfr. pg. 8.



In this light, the theme of the second synod foridsf follows upon that of the first synod as an
expression ofmission for a Church-family of Godwhose identity and nature @mmunion.
Engaged in theervice of reconciliation, justice and peatiae Church-family of Godseeks to
respond to the truth of her identity &sing in communion. The Church-family of God,
characterised bgommunion,is the historical form of the Kingdom of God on thaits identity
ascommunionis a also an identity that must be made manifekistory and on earth; and it is
this mission okerving reconciliation, justice and peaeghich makes the Church’s identity real
in history and on earth. The Church cannot haveantity which does not become historical
and real in history. Axommunion, the Church-family of Godmust, as- it- were become
incarnate in the spirituality and pastoral life ativities which make focommunionamong
people. Thus, observing on the theme of the sesgndd, the Holy Father observe3ht task
of Bishops was to transform theology into pastamale, namely into a very concrete pastoral
ministry in which the great perspectives foundaored Scripture and Tradition find application

in the activity of Bishops and priests in spedifizes and places®

Many are the challenges and abuses to commuamdrsocial order which the disregard for the
just demands of relationship causes on the corttifidre challenges and abuses are political,
economic, social, religious, ethnic and tribal, ieowvmental etc. The restoration of communion
and just order in such cases is whatonciliation stands for; and it takes the form of the re-
establishment ojustice, which only restores peace and harmony to the Chiarclily of God
and the family of society.

The theme of the second synod invites @teurch-family of Godo live out its vocation and
identity (called to live in communion) in the waf/the “shepherd’(as subject of pastoral care

and not as an exponent of mere theological theoryas an agent of immediate political action).

* by serving reconciliationworking for the re-establishment of justice betweean and

God, among men and between man and all the instigibf life,

* by serving justicepromoting and being truthful and fair to the densmn@irelationships

in which people stand and

20 Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Membgtse Roman Curia.... 21 Dec. 2009, pg.3-4
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* byserving peacepromoting peace.

Beside this identification of the crucial logicah€ological and pastoral) relationship between
synod for Africa | and synod for Africa Il, thereeve other interesting and noteworthy features
of the synod for Africa Il.

» TheMessagef the synod, with its passionate call on Africaeads of State to embrace
the path of good governance. “Many Catholics irhhiffice have fallen woefully short
in their performance in office. The Synod calls such people to repent, or quit the
public arena and stop causing havoc to the peoplegaving the Catholic Church a bad

name.”

» Appeal to multinational and others to stop the arahdevastation of the environment in
their inordinate exploitation of natural resourcése devastating exploitation of natural
resources such that people’s livelihoods and naitsedf are destroyed — actually
assisting the process of desertification by destpyhe sources of water, too. This
come-and-take-and-go-away-and-leave-a-mess-behegpelns over and over. The
bishops strongly condemned the economic and palligtite for their “tragic complicity
and criminal conspiracy” with outside forces colhglto exploit the continent and its
people: “obscene enrichment”.

* In the past ten years, whenever you heard abouta@fyou often heard about HIV-
AIDS. AIDS does not obviously, directly or expligittonnect with the theme &ervice
to Reconciliation, Justice and Peadet in the course of the Synod, we discovered how
deeply connected they are. Africans cannot be cetelyl in peace and reconciled with
ourselves and others while this challenge is cyua$isaulting us in our families, our

communities, our societies.

Without exaggerating it as the only thee most important issue, the Synod handled HIV-
AIDS sensitively and maturely and with due propmiti The pandemic now takes its
rightful place amidst the great challenges, thgtsrm and inter-related problems facing

Africa and engaged by the Church as servant ofn@kation, justice and peace. “The
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Church is second to none in the fight against HINO'8 and the care of people infected
and affected by it in Africa. The Synod thanksthtbsse who are generously involved in
this difficult apostolate of love and care. We pldar sustained support to meet the

needs of many for assistance.”

The Synod Fathers recognized women as, paradigxibath “the back bone of the local
Church” and “deprived of their rights.” The bishojggorously condemn all inhumane,
unjust and violent acts against women” and redrat tthe development of girls and
women is often disproportionate to that of boys ameh.” Women’s contribution “not
only in the home as wife and mother but also in sbeial sphere should be more
generally acknowledged and promoted. We charge gqouCatholic women to be fully
involved in the women’s programmes of your natiowgh your eyes of faith wide
open.” At the same time, “the Synod calls on your Qatholic men, to play your
important roles as responsible fathers and good faitlaful husbands” as well as in
society. And everyone, youth and adults alike, &heunjoy integral human (intellectual,
professional, moral, spiritual, theological) forioat and, once exercising leadership in
economic or political or social spheres, have diealiCatholic chaplains to accompany
them.

It is easy to say “Africa” and thoughtlesslyatré as just an undifferentiated mass of land
and people, and the same “the Church in Africa’t Buch expressions are even less
accurate than saying “Europe and the European @hurbe Church is present in Africa
in varying degrees — a foreigner church in Northigs, a minority church in southern
Africa, and a strong presence in equatorial Afrexagd under various degrees of pressure
from Islam and from sects. Understanding Africapieés essential for taking up the last
sfida— at once most difficult and most important — nantee implementatiorof the Il

Synod.

Card. Peter Turkson

(President of the Pontifical Council fousfice and Peace)
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